CONCEPT NOTE
7th ASIAN YOUTH FORUM
Theme: “Establish, Equip, Engage: Youth for 2030 and Beyond”
12–14 August 2019
Asian Development Bank Headquarters, Manila, Philippines

Background: Youth in Asia and the Pacific
The young people of Asia and the Pacific have the potential to drive economic development,
positive social change, environmental sustainability, and technological innovation. The region
is home to more than 2 billion individuals under the age of 30, comprising 54% of the global
youth population. Young people are widely viewed as the region’s greatest asset in achieving
a shared goal of a prosperous region, contributing to the realization of the Asian Century.
Asia's continuing growth and prominence in the global economy also brings a new
responsibility: being accountable to global issues such as climate change and gender equity
and contributing to the achievement of the SDGs. Youth are citizens and active members of
civil society who, together with youth and youth-driven civil society organizations (CSOs), are
key development stakeholders and thus key ADB stakeholders. As active citizens, youth
provide concrete contributions for the development of Asia and the Pacific.
The current generation of youth citizens will have transitioned into adulthood within the period
covered by the SDGs. Involving youth in development efforts and encouraging active
citizenship during this transformative period in their lives will enhance their willingness and
capacity to contribute to long-term inclusive development. To achieve a prosperous region,
young people’s participation and leadership must be harnessed and also mobilized
strategically to contribute to good governance, which is an essential building block for a better
environment for investment and innovation.
Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and International Finance Institutions (IFIs) are
beginning to see the value of youth as partners. While ADB stands as one of the pioneering
MDBs in working with youth as partners and not merely beneficiaries, other MDBs and IFIs
are ramping up their own programs and investments in youth. In light of this growing role of
youth within and across MDBs, a youth development network has been established to learn
from and develop each institution’s approaches, tools, and best practices to further
institutionalize youth in their specific operational contexts. Multilateral institutions are also
taking critical steps in working with young people. During the UN General Assembly in 2018,
the United Nations Secretary General launched the first ever UN Youth Strategy which aims
to guide the UN in ensuring young people’s engagement, meaningful participation, and
empowerment towards reaching their full potential.

1

Background: Asian Youth Forum
Nearly 25% of the total population of developing ADB’s developing member countries (DMCs)
is aged 15-29. In some of these DMCs, the percentage of young people under age 24 can
exceed 50 percent of the population. Strategy 2030, ADB’s long-term strategic framework,
states that favorable demographics are often correlated with strong economic development
and social progress.
To tackle important issues concerning the youth of Asia and the Pacific, ADB annually
organizes the Asian Youth Forum (AYF). As one of the outputs of a memorandum of
understanding, ADB, in partnership with Plan International, convened the 1st Asian Youth
Forum in New Delhi, India during the 46th Annual Meeting (AM) of the Board of Governors of
ADB in 2013. Over 120 youth leaders actively participated in an intensive capacity building
training to actively contribute to the development of their communities under the theme,
“Empowering Young Partners for Development.” Since then, the Asian Youth Forum has been
organized annually to act as a forum to bridge ADB to the youth of our region to learn from,
and empower better collaboration and partnership for development.

History of Asian Youth Forums 2013-2018
AYF

Theme

Objectives

Structure

2013:
1st Asian
Youth
Forum

Empowering
Young Partners
for Development

Understand how youth
can and have contributed
to the development of
their communities

Engaged 130 youth, and was held
parallel to ADB's 46th Annual
Meeting in New Delhi, India.

2014:
2nd Asian
Youth
Forum

Partnership
Beyond Borders

Increase ADB
engagement with young
people especially in from
Central Asia

Involved 100 youth, and was held
parallel to ADB's 47th Annual
Meeting in Astana, Kazakhstan

2015:
3rd Asian
Youth
Forum

Investing in
Youth:
Engagement,
Education,
Employment, and
Entrepreneurship

Advocate greater
influence of youth in
ADB's operations and
activities

Over 250 youth leaders from 20
countries engaged in through
various road-mapping activities to
identify how young people can assist
ADB. 43 ADB Staff and 32 experts
provided their guidance.

2016:
4th Asian
Youth
Forum

Youth for Global
Goals

Enable youth to
contribute to the SDGs,
signaling ADB's firm
commitment to
empowering youth to
contribute to the SDGs

Involved 450 youth from 26
countries. AYF4 was held on
International Youth Day in Manila,
and centered on the Youth for Global
Goals, a global partnership which
was launched in the 2015 Youth
Action Summit in New York.
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2017:
5th Asian
Youth
Forum

Youth for the
Prosperity of Asia
and the Pacific

Celebrating ADB's
success in engaging with
youth and building for
more meaningful
engagement for the
future

180 youth from 30 Countries
participated. AYF5 was held parallel
to ADB's 50th Annual Meeting and
Anniversary in Yokohama which led
to the integration of youth
components in five ADB projects.

2018:
6th Asian
Youth
Forum

Building the
Workforce of the
Future

Celebrating role of youth
as partners and
beneficiaries to tackle
employment,
entrepreneurship, and
skills-building in
preparation for the labor
market of the future.

400 youth from 27 countries
convened to jointly create the
Incheon Youth Declaration and to
celebrate the International Youth
Day, held in Incheon Metropolitan
City, Republic of Korea.

Objectives: The 7th Asian Youth Forum
ADB’s Asian Youth Forum annually celebrates young people’s role as partners and
beneficiaries to identify, demonstrate, and establish their unique and valuable role in
advancing development throughout Asia and the Pacific. The 7th Asian Youth Forum (AYF7)
will be held on 12–14 August 2019 in the Asian Development Bank Headquarters in Manila,
Philippines guided by the theme “Establish, Equip, Engage: Youth for 2030 and Beyond”.
The following are the objectives of the 7th Asian Youth Forum:
1. To build youth capacity in policy advocacy and implementation of youth-led projects
supporting development issues;
2. To co-design youth components in ADB projects using ADB and Youth for Asiaresearched youth engagement methods and tools;
3. To introduce Youth for Asia’s Youth Employment Solutions, and the next steps for the
Incheon Youth Declaration on the Future of Work;
4. To share best practices on youth engagement with stakeholders such as International
Financial Institutions (IFIs), Governments, Private Sector, and Civil Society, and to
strengthen existing systems and frameworks for engaging youth organizations.
Event Structure
The event will take place between the 12th and 14th of August 2019. AYF7 will bring together
350 youth from civil society organizations, educational institutions, and representatives from
government institutions and regional bodies in Asia and the Pacific. The three day event will
feature a series of keynotes, panel discussions, and capacity-building workshops for delegates
to work with ADB staff. The delegates will also have the opportunity to network with ADB staff
and project officers, experts from think-tanks, Government, Private Sector, CSOs and fellow
youth peers from youth-driven organizations.
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Target Participants
•
•
•
•
•

Must be between 18–30 years old;
Should be interested in international development;
Should be willing to demonstrate active participation in activities during the event;
Must be culturally sensitive, adaptable, and bring diversity to the event; and
Should ideally be able to *communicate in conversational English.

*Participants who are non-native English-speakers and persons with disability (PWDs) are
encouraged to attend and bring/arrange for support, e.g. translators, chaperones, sign
language interpreters.

Tentative Agenda
TIME

DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

8:00-8:30

Registration

Daily Check-in

Daily Check-in

8:30-9:00

Safeguarding Briefing

Opening and Recap

Opening and Recap

Opening

Eminent Speaker Speech
by Plan International

Buzz Generator
Challenge

9:3010:30

Keynote Speech by ADB

Panel: Youth in Int’l
Financial Institutions

10:3011:00

BREAK

BREAK

Interactive Session on
Youth Engagement

Fireside Chats and
Marketplace: Revisiting
the Incheon Youth
Declaration

Lunch and Networking

Lunch and Networking

Lunch and Preparation
for Marketplace

2:00-3:00

Workshops on Policy
Advocacy

Workshop: ADB Youth
Engagement Guide

Marketplace of Projects

3:00-4:00

Workshops on Project
Implementation

Group Work: Designing
Youth Components

Project Presentations

4:00-4:30

BREAK

BREAK

BREAK

4:30-6:00

Debrief

Debrief

Debrief

7:00-9:00

Welcoming Dinner:
Filipino Night and
Celebration of
International Youth Day

Dinner

Cultural Night and
Closing Dinner

9:00-9:30

11:0012:30

12:302:00

Group Work: Designing
Youth Components
(break 10:30-11:00)
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