이성주 #1 원고
To Name a New Human Being – 신세계에서 종교가 없을 수 있었던 이유 : 마르크스주의, 종교의
모순점, 빛이 있으면 그림자가 생긴다는 자연법칙(모든 게 다 좋을 수는 없다.), 일그러진 신세계
가 멋지게 보인다면 그것은 개인의 잠재적인 욕망을 보여주는 사회이기 때문. 셰익스피어가 보여
주는 반사회적 욕망으로 점철된 사회과 올더스 헉슬리가 보여주는 반사회적 욕망이 거세된 사회
의 모습. 어느 쪽이 더 나은가? 인생은 선택의 연속이고 선택에는 반드시 대가가 따른다. 신세계
의 모습은 그 대가를 감내할 만큼 가치있는 세상이라고 할 수 있을까?
우리는 왜 과거를 살피는가? 그것은 현실을 제대로 알기 위해서다. 더 나아가 현재의 해결책을
찾기 위해서이며, 미래의 가능성도 엿보기 위해서다. 인류의 역사는 반복된다. 실수는 또 다른 실
수를 낳으며, 고뇌는 또 다른 고뇌를 낳는다. 우리는 책을 통해 과거를 읽는다.
우리가 사는 이유는 무엇일까? 행복해지기 위해서? 개인의 행복은 결코 오래 가지 못한다. 지속
적이고 실제적인 행복은 사회 전체의 행복을 추구해야 마땅할 것이다. 셰익스피어의 <아테네의
티몬>에서도 알 수 있듯이, 개인이 행복이라 믿는 것은 사실 진짜 행복의 그림자에 지나지 않는
다.
일단, 가족이란 애증의 허물이며 부양자 및 피부양자에게 불필요한 책임감을 전가하므로 없어져
야 마땅할 것이다. 누군가는 가족으로부터 얻는 안정감과 행복감을 근거로 이에 반발할는지도 모
르지만, 그게 다 무슨 소용인가? 가족으로부터 얻는 안정감과 행복감은 일방적인 책임감과 희생
의 무덤에서 피어난 꽃일진대. 그러나 그들이 자신을 기꺼이 희생하기를 원하는가? 아니다! 태생
이 이기적인 인간은 사회가 내린 부양의 책임에 짓눌려 끝나지 않을 악습의 수레바퀴를 억지로
돌릴 뿐이다.
셰익스피어의 입체적이고 생생한 인물들과 멋진 신세계의 천편일률적인 인간들은 강하게 대비된
다. (반대되는 내용, 그러나 감정적인 측면에서 그들은 원초적인 인간의 모습을 여전히 간직하고
있다.) 전자는 개인의 허영심, 질투, 우울, 분노 등에 의해서 광기에 사로잡히지만, 후자는 너무나
쉽게 집단 광기에 사로잡힌다. 파도처럼 밀려오는 광기. 거센 물결 안에서 그들은 이미 한 몸이다.
책이 없는 집은 문이 없는 가옥과 같고, 책이 없는 방은 혼이 없는 육체와도 같다. - 키케로
인간이 존재하는 한 글과 책은 사라지지 않을 것이다. –유발 하라리
영혼, 신, 종교. 비과학적인 요소들. 동시에 문학과 깊게 관련되어있는 요소들. 신은 문학을 통해
군림한다. 성서도 문학의 한 종류. 책을 통해 신을 영접. 책이 없는 사회는 신이 죽어버린 사회.
기계와 의약품과 행복이 파괴한 신
Claudius, Hamlet
In the corrupted currents of the world
Offense’s gilded hand may shove by justice,
And oft ‘tis seen the wicked prize itself
Buys out the law, but ‘tis not so above:
There is no shuffling, there the action lies

In his true nature, and we ourselves compell’d,
Even to the teeth and forehead of our faults,
To give in evidence. What then? What rests?
Try what can it, when one cannot repent?
셰익스피어의 사람들은 신을 부르짖는다. 요정의 꿈을 꾼다. 그러나 신세계의 사람들은 무언가를
간절히 갈망하기보다는 쉽게 손을 뻗어 소마 몇 알을 움켜쥘 뿐이다. 언제나 곁에 있는, 자유를
빼앗지 않으면서 극한의 행복을 가져다주는 보다 완벽한 신의 형태. 오늘날 종교가 여러 개로 나
뉘어 각자의 입장을 변호하며 서로를 이단으로 몰아가는 상황과는 비교조차 할 수 없는 종교의
완전체.

Only human can have question about everything.
멋진 신세계는 올바르지 않은 세계인가? 누구의 관점에서? 인간의 존엄성은 애초에 누가 정하는지. 개
인의 자유는 공동체의 행복과 안정을 위해 억압되거나 제한될 수 있는가?
박해는 달갑지 않은 신념을 부추기는데 가장 효과적이다. 자신들이 올바른 무언가를 가지고 있고, 개인
의 사상이 옳든 옳지 않든 상관없이 정당성을 부여하는 도구가 된다. Karl Marx said, “Religion is the
opium of the people”. 큰 고목을 없애려 한다면 뿌리부터 거둬내야 하는 법. 종교의 사회적 근원
인 소외, 착취, 억압 등이 사라진다면 종교는 스스로 그 모습을 감추게 될까? 나는 또 다른 형태
의 종교가 나타날 것이라고 생각한다. 이 책에서는 그것이 소마라는 약의 형태로 나타났다. 종교
와 소마의 공통점은 민중의 마약이라는 점이다. 소외계층이 가장 손쉽게 접할 수 있는 강력한 마
약의 형태로 이성적 사고를 마비시킨다.
어쩌면 인류에게 닥칠 어두운 미래. 그 미래가 담긴 묵시록. 이 묵시록의 결말에 남는 것은 인류가 아
닐 수도 있다. 책이 사라진 사회, 영혼을 잃은 인간들. 이들을 과연 인류라 부를 수 있을까.

이성주 #2 초고
-서론
If you are a person who likes to think, you may have felt that if you often throw "why" into an
accident and go back to the roots, you are in an area you cannot answer. The only answer you
can say then is: "I don't know."
I recently read a book, Brave New World, And I came to think about the relationship between
personal happiness and freedom.
Brave New World is a futuristic society that has tried to create a perfect community where
everyone is happy. They use science to mass-produce people and condition them to do and want
only the things they’re supposed to but in doing that they take away freedoms like the freedom
to think for oneself. And here, I’d like to give you a question, which one is better to be happy or
free.
Why do we live? To be happy? The first thing to think about in order to discuss happiness is that
one's happiness alone can never last long. As Shakespeare's Timon of Athene shows, what an
individual believes to be happy is in fact nothing more than a shadow of real happiness.
Persistent and practical happiness becomes possible only when all members of society can eat pie
together.
-본론
A new world gave human beings happiness instead of allowing them to be free. But someone
might say like this: Not everyone in the New World. For example, the higher classes think and
decide their actions for themselves. But is that really a free will? Well, here’s what I think about
this question: not even in the ballpark(이 답변 괜찮은가요). Furthermore, since the residents of
the Brave New World live in the framework of wills that they have already made through
education and conditioned reflexes during sleep, so I don’t think it is true free will. They're just
machines that can think for themselves and upgrade. But asked to me, "Do we look different?"
my answer is, "not even close" I think this way.
Human freedom is not literally free will. But we can’t recognize it because wide enough for us are
the ego, consciousness, and spiritual areas that limit human will. Just as we don't feel confined to
the Earth or trapped somewhere. Just as we live on Earth and don't feel that the Earth is narrow
or trapped somewhere. / Just like we don't feel like we're stuck somewhere or the Earth is narrow
in our lives. (둘 중에 어떤 표현이 좋을까요)
(Man exercises his free will to a limited extent. And for the most part, the ultimate purpose of
action is to be happy. When free will is exercised to be happy, humans do not exercise more

freedom than is necessary to maintain the status quo if they have already achieved the goal of
happiness. Humans are trapped in their own consciousness and mistake them for being free when
they do what they want to do.
A new world gave human beings happiness instead of allowing them to be free. But someone
might say like this: Not everyone in the New World. For example, the higher classes think and
decide their actions for themselves. But is that really a free will? Well, here’s what I think about
this question: not even in the ballpark(이 답변 괜찮은가요). Furthermore, since the residents of
the Brave New World live in the framework of wills that they have already made through
education and conditioned reflexes during sleep, so I don’t think it is true free will. They're just
machines that can think for themselves and upgrade. But asked to me, "Do we look different?"
my answer is, "not even close" I think this way.
Human freedom is not literally free will. But we can’t recognize it because wide enough for us are
the ego, consciousness, and spiritual areas that limit human will. Just as we don't feel confined to
the Earth or trapped somewhere. Just as we live on Earth and don't feel that the Earth is narrow
or trapped somewhere. / Just like we don't feel like we're stuck somewhere or the Earth is narrow
in our lives. (둘 중에 어떤 표현이 좋을까요)
+셰익스피어의 관점과 연관지어서 본 멋진 신세계의 종교, 책과 신의 연관성, 이것들이 없는
인간이 가능한가.
-결론
Why do we look into(investigate?) the past? It's to get the facts right. Furthermore, it is to find
the current solution, and to see the possibility of the future. The history of mankind repeats itself.
Mistakes result in another mistake, and anguish leads to another anguish. Yes, we read books, we
read the past, and we read the future.
Soul, God, religion. These are all non-scientific elements, and at the same time they are deeply
related to literature. God is descended through literature. meet God through a book The Bible, so
espoused by believers, is also literature. In other words, the way to kill God is to take books from
people's hands. The people here got their hands on machines and drugs and happiness instead
of books.
A house without books is like a house without doors; a room without books is like a body
without soul. - Marcus Tullius Cicero
Perhaps this dark future that will come to mankind. the Book of Revelation of its future. Lost
books, lost souls. /

A bleak future will perhaps for the human race. with a lost book, the future, and humans who lost
their soul.
Think deeply. What do you really want? / which one do you really want?
Will you be a happy prisoner or a free wanderer? / You can be a happy prisoner or a free
wanderer. / those two who will be a happy prisoner or free wanderer. (어떻게 자연스럽게
바꿀까요.. 조언이나 추천해 주시면 감사하겠습니다.)
그리고 think twice 와 think deeply, 어느 것이 더 많이 쓰이고 더 자연스러운가요?

이성주 #3 초고

What is true happiness?

Lee SeongJu

Brave New World is a book about futuristic society that has tried to create a perfect
community where everyone is happy. Scientists in the world use science to mass-produce
people and condition them to do only the things they’re supposed to do, on behalf they give
them a narcotic called Soma. At first glance, it seems to be a rigid and unhappy society, but
ironically, the people of this world are happy. They live in a pool filled with happiness that is
socially created and guaranteed.it made me think about what true happiness is.

Why do we live? To be happy? But as Shakespeare's Timon of Athene shows, believing that
an individual is happy is nothing more than a shadow of real happiness. Personal well-being
is easily destroyed by those around you, even by your own greed. Personal happiness never
lasts long. On the other hand, BNW is a happy society for all members of society. They have
Soma and try to think they are happy and overcome anxiety even in genuinely unhappy
situations. It would be true happiness if you think you can gain happiness by having Soma
with no compulsion or interference. But in BNW, they can’t help but think Soma because
they were injected with narcotics and brainwashed that they are happy. Happiness that
created after controlling the reality and not having experienced so much is not real happiness.
Everyone should be sent out to the world and experience many things and set their own
values. Reading the Brave New World, I came to think about what true happiness is. I think
true happiness comes from real freedom. Only then can I choose my own happiness when I
am in a free state to think and choose for myself. Some people say they are happy when they

are with people, and some think they are happy when they spend time alone. Some people are
happy when they do something constantly, and some people feel happy when they put
everything down and rest. In the world, every people have different elements that they feel
happy. Therefore, in order to find true happiness, you should decide your own happiness.
But people in the New World don't have the freedom to choose their own happiness. They
have no choice but to choose uniform happiness. Instead of craving something, people simply
open the can easily and grab a few sommas. If you can't decide for yourself and someone else
can decide for you, it's probably not your true happiness. Because it's not just you who know
best what I'm happy about.
Life is a series of choices and choices must come at a price. No matter what you were living
in, now you are a continuum of past choices. Your life is designed by you, and only you can
find your happiness. So let's not look outside and think about what the real happiness is inside
me. The meaning of the wonderful new world is good to make the world more efficient,
happy, and stable, but wouldn't it be a Brave New World in the true sense of the word if there
were people who could live happily and respect each other's thoughts, to the extent that they
wouldn't harm others?

이성주 #4 원고

Life for Happiness, Happiness for Life

Lee SeongJu

Brave New World is a book about futuristic society that has tried to create a perfect
community where everyone is happy. Scientists use technology to mass-produce people and
condition them to do only the things they are supposed to do, instead they give them a
narcotic called Soma to control people’s dissatisfaction. By the time you've read this, it seems
like the people who live in the society that suppresses freedom might be unhappy, but
ironically, the people of this world are happy. They always swim in a pool filled with
happiness socially guaranteed.

Reading this book, I came to think about what true happiness is. Some people say they are
happy when they are doing something with people, and some think they are happy when they
spend time alone. Also, some people are happy when they do something hardly, and some
people feel happy when they put everything down and take a rest. As we know, everyone has
different elements that he or she feels happy. So, it is pointless to apply the same standard of
happiness to everyone.

Therefore, in order to find true happiness, you should decide your own happiness. But
people in Brave New World don't have the aces to choose their own happiness. They have no
choice but to choose uniform happiness. Instead of craving something, people simply open a

pill-box and grab a few Somas. It would be true happiness if they think they can gain
happiness by taking Soma with no compulsion or interference. But in fact, they can’t help
taking Soma because they were brainwashed to follow that way. This is not a true happiness.
Because it excludes personal experience and choice.

Why do we look into(investigate?) the past? It's to get the facts right. Furthermore, it is
to find the current solution, and to see the possibility of the future. The history of mankind
repeats itself. Mistakes result in another mistake, and anguish leads to another anguish. Yes,
we read books, we read the past, and we read the future.

Soul, God, religion. These are all non-scientific elements, and at the same time they are
deeply related to literature. God is descended through literature. meet God through a book
The Bible, so espoused by believers, is also literature. In other words, the way to kill God is
to take books from people's hands. The people here got their hands on machines and drugs
and happiness instead of books.

A house without books is like a house without doors; a room without books is like a body
without soul. - Marcus Tullius Cicero

Perhaps this dark future that will come to mankind. the Book of Revelation of its future.
Lost books, lost souls. /
A bleak future will perhaps for the human race. with a lost book, the future, and humans
who lost their soul.
Think deeply. What do you really want? / which one do you really want?

It is suitable that the intent of Brave New World to make the world more efficient, happy,
and stable. But happiness that created after not having experienced but controlling the reality
is not real one. Life is a series of choices. whatever situation now you're living in, you are a
continuum of past choices. Your life is designed by you, and only you can find your own
happiness, the only happiness there is only one. So, if you want to realize the true meaning of
Brave New World, you should move on to the world and experience many things and find
your own way. If you do that, your Brave New World will already be in you.

이성주 최종에세이 원고

Life for Happiness, Happiness for Life

Lee SeongJu

Brave New World is a book about futuristic society that has tried to create a perfect
community where everyone is happy. Scientists use technology to mass-produce people and
condition them to do only the things they are supposed to do, instead they give them a
narcotic called Soma to control people’s dissatisfaction. By the time you've read this, it seems
like the people who live in the society that suppresses freedom might be unhappy, but
ironically, the people of this world are happy. They always swim in a pool filled with
happiness socially guaranteed.

Reading this book, I came to think about what true happiness is. Some people say they are
happy when they are doing something with people, and some think they are happy when they
spend time alone. Also, some people are happy when they do something hardly, and some
people feel happy when they put everything down and take a rest. As we know, everyone has
different elements that he or she feels happy. So, it is pointless to apply the same standard of
happiness to everyone.

Therefore, in order to find true happiness, you should decide your own happiness. But
people in Brave New World don't have the aces to choose their own happiness. They have no
choice but to choose uniform happiness. Instead of craving something, people simply open a
pill-box and grab a few Somas. It would be true happiness if they think they can gain
happiness by taking Soma with no compulsion or interference. But in fact, they can’t help

taking Soma because they were brainwashed to follow that way. This is not a true happiness.
Because it excludes personal experience and choice.
It is suitable that the intent of Brave New World to make the world more efficient, happy,
and stable. But happiness that created after not having experienced but controlling the reality
is not real one. Life is a series of choices. whatever situation now you're living in, you are a
continuum of past choices. Your life is designed by you, and only you can find your own
happiness, the only happiness there is only one. So, if you want to realize the true meaning of
Brave New World, you should move on to the world and experience many things and find
your own way. If you do that, your Brave New World will already be in you.

박규진 #1 초고
반 고흐의 작품이 생전에는 몇 점 팔리지 않았다는 일화에 대해 들어본 적이 있
을 것입니다. 하지만 지금 그의 작품은 명화로 손꼽히며 높은 가격에 판매됩니다. 과거
에는 아니었던게 지금은 맞다면 그 이유는 무엇일까요?
저는 고흐의 생애와 관련 있다 생각하였습니다. 그의 작품 그 자체로서 명작인것인지
아니면 작품에 담긴 안타까운 그의 생이 명작을 만든 것인지 궁금해졌습니다.
반 고흐의 편지를 엮은 역자 또한 이렇게 말했습니다.
‘그의 그림을 좋아하게 되면서 조금씩 의문이 생기기 시작했다. 그의 그림이 극적인 인
생사의 후광 없이는 아무 의미도 찾지 못할 정도로 보잘것없단 말인가. 그의 꽃이, 그의
별이, 그의 태양이, 나무와 사람들과 그 자신의 모습이 정말 영화 같은 인생을 장식하는
보조물에 불과한 것인가. 그 강렬한 색채와 특유의 꿈틀대는 기운이 미술사에서 아무
런 의미가 없단 말인가 하는 의문이었다’
이러한 호기심을 갖고 ‘반 고흐를 읽다’를 접하게 되었습니다.
떨림이 울림이 되어 제 가슴을 울렸던 귀한 구절들을 소개해드리고자 합니다.
고흐는 에턴 에서 테오에게 편지를 쓰며 자신이 ‘평범’하기 때문에 성공에 대한 확신이
든다고 전했습니다.
‘평범이라는 말은, 내 작품이 건전하고 합리적이고, 존재할 권리가 있으며, 어떤 목적에
도움이 된다는 뜻이다.’
그가 정의하는 ‘평범’은 전혀 ‘평범’한 의미를 가진 것 같지 않습니다.
고흐의 당시 화가로서의 생활을 보면, 우리가 일반적으로 생각하는 뜻인 평범에도 미
치지 못하였습니다.
그림은 팔리지 않았고, 심지어 ‘과거에도 실패했으니 이번에도 실패할 것이다.’ 라는 악
담을 듣기도 하였습니다. 주변의 비난과 빈곤한 경제 상황에서도 자신의 작품에 대해
강한 자신감을 보이는 이유가 궁금했습니다.
다음 구절이 답을 주었습니다.
‘나는 미술에 대해 확고한 신념을 가지고 있기 때문에 내 작품에서 원하는 것이 무엇인
지 확실하게 알고 있다. 나는 목숨을 걸고서라도 거기에 도달하기 위해 노력할 것이다.’
고흐의 강한 자신감의 근원에는 그만의 작품세계에 대한 확신이 있었습니다.
작품이 팔리지 않았을 때 자신이 그린 그림의 가치에 대해 의문을 가지는 것이 아니라
상업적 가치만 운운하는 상인들을 비난하였습니다.
또한, 자신의 작품은 상업적인 가치에 중점을 둔 것이 아닌 ‘오래 살아남을 드로잉들’

이라 칭하며 그것들이 지닌 예술적 가치를 강조하였습니다.
자신이 선택한 길에 대해 강한 책임감과 애정을 보이는 고흐를 존경하고 사랑하지 않
을 수 없었습니다.
또한, 고흐의 삶은 사랑을 빼놓고서는 이야기 할 수 없습니다.
‘네가 사랑하게 되거든 아무 거리낌 없이 사랑해라. 아니, 더 정확히 말하자면, 사랑에
빠지면 거리낌을 갖고 생각하게 되지 않을 것이다. 게다가 사랑하게 되면 너는 미리부
터 성공을 확신하지 않을 것이고 ‘불안에 떠는 영혼’이 될 것이며 그럼에도 미소 지을
것이다.’
먼저, 이 구절은 제가 가지고 있던 고흐에 대한 이미지와는 달랐습니다.
그는 외로워 보였고 사랑에대해 생각할 것 같지 않았습니다.
그러나 고흐의 인생은 사랑을 쫓는 과정이었습니다. 사촌을 사랑하게 되면서, 주변의
반대에도 끝까지 그 사랑을 지키고자 하며 사랑에 대한 많은 고민을 하였습니다. 또한,
모델 시엔을 사랑하여 그녀의 안타까운 상황을 보살피려 하였습니다.
사랑하는 이에게 고흐가 보여주는 헌신과 희생은 저의 마음을 강하게 울렸습니다.
고흐의 사랑은 좋은 결말로 끝나지는 않았지만 오히려 이런 과정들이 마음을 울리는
작품을 만들지 않았을까 하는 생각도 들었습니다.
지금까지 반 고흐의 편지 중 일부만 이야기해 보았습니다. 그의 그림이 많은 사랑을 받
는 데에는 그만한 이유가 있었습니다.
그의 삶이 그의 작품의 이야기가 되어 대중들에게 흥미를 불러일으켰지만, 그건 작품
의 일부일 뿐 우리가 진심으로 사랑한 것은 고흐만의 현란한 색채와 표현이 담긴 그
림이 아닐까 생각합니다.
고흐의 표현을 빌려, 그가 목숨을 판 그림들은 후대에 재평가 되어 그에 걸맞는 가치를
찾았습니다. 이 과정에서 고흐의 극적인 인생사가 작품의 후광 역할을 했다면 고흐의
노력이 너무 헛되어 보입니다.
그의 별, 그의 꽃, 그의 태양은 영화 같은 인생을 장식하는 보조물이 아닌 그 자체가
주인공으로서 빛을 내고 있었습니다.
영혼의 화가 반 고흐는 우리 곁을 떠났지만 그를 만날 수 있는 작품을 남겼습니다
반 고흐의 작품 해설서와 다름없는 편지를 통해 그의 그림을 온전하게 그것으로써
감상하고 싶어졌습니다.

박규진 #2 초고

You've probably heard of the anecdote that Van Gogh's work didn't sell a few pieces in his
lifetime. But now his work is one of the most famous paintings and is sold at a high price. If
it wasn’t in the past and it’s right now, why? I thought it had something to do with Gogh’s
life. I wondered whether his work was a masterpiece in itself, of whether his life in it made a
masterpiece. A translator compiled Van Gogh’s letters said, “As I began to like his paintings, I
began to wonder a little bit. Is his painting so insignificant as to find nothing without the halo
of dramatic life history? Is his flower, his star, his, sun, the trees and people and himself,
really just an aid to a cinematic life? I was wondering if that intense color and unique
exuberant energy meant nothing in art history.”. “The letters of Van Gogh” was received with
this curiosity. I’d like to introduce you to a precious phrase that touched my heart. Gogh
wrote to Theo at Eton and said he was confident of success because he was “normal”.
“Normal means that my work is sound and reasonable, that it has the right to exist, that it
serves its purpose.”. What he defines as “normal” seems quite different from what we think.
The word that doesn’t stand out and doesn’t have any directivity is given new value by Gogh.
Not only me, but everyone will think. We have to be special, and we have to be different to
succeed. But Gogh had a different idea. We are all normal. So, we can be normal in what we
think we are, as Gogh said.
“I have firm belief in art, so I know exactly what is wanted in my work. I’ll try to reach the
goal at the risk of my life.” We wander a lot in our lives Because we aren’t not sure if this
choice is right or wrong. In fact, I can't say whether this was the best decision I've made so
far. That's why I felt so much about Gogh's beliefs. Gogh had such strong conviction that he
called his paintings "drawings will be handed for a long time.” I couldn't help but admire his
passion, and his life will be of great help to me in the future.

“If you fall in love, love without hesitation. No, to be more precise, if you fall in love, you
won’t have any hesitation about thinking. Plus, if you love someone, you won’t be sure of
success in advance, you will be a ‘nervous soul’, and yet you will smile”. He seems to have
thought a lot about true love, and he gives us a lot of enlightenment. Because I respect my
partner when I fall in love, I can’t only think about my feelings. You’re anxious because of
the uncertainty of partner’s feelings, but you’re happy overnight. This phrase allowed me to
accept both sides of love. I learned love based on regard and respect through Gogh loved
someone in itself so devoted. I saw Van Gogh’s work “Almond Blossom”. This painting for
his new nephew is in full blossom with white almond flowers to mark the beginning of spring
with blue sky. I looked at this almond flower, which looked like a baby’s little finger, and I
thought. If this beautiful piece of work is not appreciated by itself but is hidden by the halo of
unfortunate life history, Gogh effort seems to be in vain. Even if we don't talk about Gogh's
sad life, his work gives us enough impression. Van Gogh came to me in many ways, showing
his passion for the path he chose, his longing for love, his conviction for success. Reading
Van Gogh, I fell in love with him, his work and his life. I also wanted to enjoy the painting he
loved by itself

박규진 #3 초고

You've probably heard of the anecdote that Van Gogh’s work was sold a few pieces in
his living years. But now his work is one of the most famous paintings and is sold at a high
price. If the paintings weren’t valuable in the past but they were valuable now, why? I
thought it had something to do with Gogh’s life. I wondered whether his work was a
masterpiece in itself or his life in it made a masterpiece. A translator who compiled Van
Gogh’s letters said, “As I began to like his paintings, I began to wonder a little bit. Is his
painting so insignificant as to find nothing without the halo of dramatic life history? Is his
flower, his star, his sun, the trees and people and himself, really just an aid to a cinematic
life? I was wondering if that intense color and unique exuberant energy meant nothing in art
history.”.

The letters of Van Gogh was received with this curiosity. I’d like to introduce you to
precious phrases that touched my heart. Gogh wrote to Theo at Eton and said he was
confident of success because he was “normal”.
“Normal means that my work is sound and reasonable, that it has the right to exist, that it
serves its purpose.”

The “normal” that he defines doesn’t have common meaning.
Given Gogh’s living that time, it wasn’t up to our usual meaning. Paintings didn’t sell and
even he listened the abuse saying, “you failed in everything you did in the past and will fail
as a painter again this time.” I questioned he had strong confidence about his paintings in a
life of poverty and surrounding people’s criticism. The next phrase gave the answer.

“I have the firm belief in art, so I know exactly what is wanted in my work. I’ll try to reach
the goal at the risk of my life.”

The conviction about his world of art was the root of his strong confidence. When
paintings were not sold he didn’t have question about his work’s value but criticize the
merchant who only comment on commercial value. Also, he emphasized the artistic value the
paintings have, saying his work didn’t place emphasis on commercial value. Gogh didn’t stop
drawing a picture while suffering from mental illness and eventually finished his works. I
couldn’t help but love and respect him who show strong confidence and affection for his
chosen path.

We can’t talk about Gogh’s life without love.
“If you fall in love, love without hesitation. No, to be more precise, if you fall in love, you
won’t have any hesitation about thinking. Plus, if you love someone, you won’t be sure of
success in advance, you will be a ‘nervous soul’, and yet you will smile.”

First, I thought the feeling this phrase evoke didn’t match with Gogh’s image. This is
because he who seems like lonely gave that romantic advice. But Gogh’s life was the process
of chasing love. falling in love with cousin, he tried to keep his love and deeply agonize
about love.

Also, he loved model Sien so he wanted to take care of her pitiful situation. I was moved

by Gogh’s dedication and sacrifice. Although the love didn’t come to a happy ending, his
experience seemed to affect his work.
So far, I have talked about his letter. There were some reasons his art was loved. It
cannot be denied that his life interests people because it has become a story, but I think what
we truly love was his work with flamboyant colors and expressions. According to Gogh’s
description, the works he devoted his life to was reevaluated and finally found its value. In
this process, if we say that his dramatic life was just the function of the halo, wouldn’t it
make his efforts too futile? His stars, his flowers and his sun were not auxiliary materials that
decorate his life like movie, but just the main characters that shine itself. The spiritual painter
Van Gogh is no longer with us, but he left art that allows us to meet him indirectly. Through
his letter as good as the manual of a work, I want to appreciate his works as it is.

박규진 최종에세이 원고

You've probably heard of the anecdote that Van Gogh’s work sold few pieces in his
living years. But now his work is one of the most famous paintings and is sold at a high price.
His paintings weren’t famous in the past but are famous now, why? I thought it had
something to do with Gogh’s life. I wondered whether his work was a masterpiece in itself or
his life in it made a masterpiece. A translator who compiled Van Gogh’s letters said, “As I
began to like his paintings, I began to wonder a little bit. Is his painting so insignificant to
find nothing without the halo of dramatic life history? Are his flower, his star, his sun, the
trees and people and himself, really just aids to dramatic life? I had a question that intense
color and unique exuberant energy mean nothing in art history.”.

I was introduced the Letters of Van Gogh with this curiosity. I’d like to introduce you
to precious phrases that touched my heart. Gogh wrote to Theo at Eton and said he was
confident of success because he was “normal”.

“Normal means that my work is sound and reasonable, that it has the right to exist, that it
serves its purpose.”

The “normal” that he defines doesn’t have common meaning. Given Gogh’s living that time,
it wasn’t up to our usual meaning. Paintings didn’t sell and even he listened the abuse saying,
“You failed in everything you did in the past and will fail as a painter again this time.” I

questioned he had strong confidence about his paintings in a life of poverty and surrounding
people’s criticism. The next phrase gave the answer.
“I have the firm faith in art, so I know exactly what i wanted in my work. I’ll try to
reach the goal at the risk of my life.”
The conviction about his world of art was the root of his strong confidence. When paintings
were not sold he didn’t have question about his work’s value but criticized the merchant who
only comment on commercial value. Also, he emphasized the artistic value the paintings have,
saying he didn’t put emphasis on commercial value in his paintings.
Gogh didn’t stop drawing a picture while suffering from mental illness and eventually
completed his works. I couldn’t help but love and respect him who show strong confidence
and affection for his chosen field.

We can’t talk about Gogh’s life without love.
“If you fall in love, love without qualms. No, to be more precise, if you fall in love, you
won’t have any qualms about it. Plus, if you love someone, you won’t be sure of success in
advance, you will be a ‘soul shaking with anxiety’, and yet you will smile.”

First, I thought the feeling this phrase evokes didn’t match with Gogh’s image. He
looked very lonely and appeard not to think of love. But Gogh’s life was the process of
chasing love. Falling in love with cousin, he tried to keep his love and deeply agonize about
love.
Also, he loved the model Sien so he wanted to take care of her bad situation. I was moved by

Gogh’s dedication and sacrifice. Although his love didn’t come to a happy ending, these
experiences seemed to affect his work.
So , I have talked about his letter. There were some reasons his art was loved. It
cannot be denied that his life interests people because it has become a story. but I think what
we truly love was his work with flamboyant colors and expressions. According to Gogh’s
description, the works he devoted his life to was reevaluated and finally found its value. In
this process, if we say that his dramatic life was just the function of the halo, wouldn’t it
make his efforts too futile? His stars, his flowers and his sun were not auxiliary materials that
decorate his life like movie but the main characters that shine in itself. The spiritual painter
Van Gogh is no longer with us, but he left art that allows us to meet him indirectly. Through
his letter as good as the manual of a work, I want to appreciate his work as it is.

You've probably heard of the anecdote that Van Gogh couldn't sell few paintings in
his living years. But now his work is one of the most famous paintings and is sold at a high
price. His paintings weren’t famous in the past but are famous now, why? I thought it had
something to do with Gogh’s life. I wondered whether his work was a masterpiece in itself or
his life in it made a masterpiece. A translator who compiled Van Gogh’s letters said, “As I
began to like his paintings, I began to wonder a little bit. Is his painting so insignificant to
find nothing without the halo of dramatic life history? Are his flower, his star, his sun, the
trees and people and himself, really just aids to dramatic life? I had a question that intense
color and unique exuberant energy mean nothing in art history.”.
I was introduced The Letters of Van Gogh with this curiosity. I’d like to introduce
you to precious phrases that touched my heart. Gogh wrote to Theo at Eton and said he was
confident of success because he was “normal”.
“Normal means that my work is sound and reasonable, that it has the right to exist,
that it serves its purpose.”
The “normal” that he defines doesn’t have common meaning. Given Gogh’s living that time, it
wasn’t up to our usual meaning. Paintings didn’t sell and even he listened the abuse saying,
“You failed in everything you did in the past and will fail as a painter again this time.” I
questioned he had strong confidence about his paintings in a life of poverty and surrounding

people’s criticism. The next phrase gave the answer.
“I have the firm faith in art, so I know exactly what i wanted in my work. I’ll try to
reach the goal at the risk of my life.”
The conviction about his world of art was the root of his strong confidence. When paintings
were not sold he didn’t have question about his work’s value but criticized the merchant who
only comment on commercial value. Also, he emphasized the artistic value the paintings
have, saying he didn’t put emphasis on commercial value in his paintings.
Gogh didn’t stop drawing a picture while suffering from mental illness and eventually
completed his works. I couldn’t help but love and respect him who show strong confidence
and affection for his chosen field.
Also, We can’t talk about Gogh’s life without love.
“If you fall in love, love without qualms. No, to be more precise, if you fall in love, you
won’t have any qualms about it. Plus, if you love someone, you won’t be sure of success in
advance, you will be a ‘soul shaking with anxiety’, and yet you will smile.”
First, I thought the feeling this phrase evokes didn’t match with Gogh’s image. He
looked very lonely and was unlikely to think about love. But Gogh’s life was the process of
chasing love. Falling in love with cousin, he tried to keep his love and deeply agonize about
love.

Also, he loved the model Sien so he wanted to take care of her bad situation. I was moved by
Gogh’s dedication and sacrifice. Although his love didn’t come to a happy ending, these
experiences seemed to affect his works.
So , I have talked about his letters. There were some reasons his art was loved. It
cannot be denied that his life interests people because it has become a story to his paintings.
but I think what we truly love was his work with flamboyant colors and expressions.
According to Gogh’s description, the works he devoted his life to was reevaluated and finally
found its value. In this process, if we say that his dramatic life was just the function of the
halo, wouldn’t it make his efforts too futile? His stars, his flowers and his sun were not
auxiliary materials that decorate his life like movie but the main characters that shine in itself.
The spiritual painter Van Gogh is no longer with us, but he left art that allows us to meet him
indirectly. Through his letter as good as the manual of a work, I want to appreciate his work
as it is.

